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*MEDIA ADVISORY: PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE FORD FOUNDATION*
Wednesday, May 13th, 10:30am

320 East 43rd St. (at 2nd), New York, NY
East River Room

Outraged by peacekeeper sex abuse, experts to demand end to UN immunity, 
call for investigation: Press conference May 13th 

— AIDS-Free World and experts to launch ‘Code Blue’ campaign; say UN immunity  
aids and abets sexual exploitation and abuse —

Editor’s Note: Since we first issued an invitation to this event, the media has exploded with coverage of 
the sexual abuse of children by French and other peacekeepers in the Central African Republic; this attention 
came after AIDS-Free World exposed a leaked UN report of the abuse and revealed indefensible months 
of inaction and silence. The revelations suggest the United Nations has much explaining to do regardless 
of the peacekeepers being non-UN or formally of the UN, military or civilian personnel. The ongoing reports 
of sexual abuse over the last twenty years attest to an appalling failure of leadership and management. 
The abuse must be brought to an end: Code Blue is a global campaign that aims to address the problem 
at the source.

WHO:
• Ms. Graça Machel, founder, Graça Machel Trust, author of landmark UN study The Impact of Armed 
  Conflict on Children, co-founder of The Elders
• Lt. General Roméo Dallaire (ret’d), Force Commander for UN mission during Rwandan genocide,  
  founder of the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers Initiative
• Ambassador Anwarul Chowdhury, former Ambassador of Bangladesh to the UN, former  
  Under-Secretary General and High Representative of the UN
• Ms. Theo Sowa, CEO, African Women’s Development Fund
• Ms. Paula Donovan, co-director, AIDS-Free World, former UNICEF Executive Officer, NY and Regional  
  Advisor, East and Southern Africa

Moderator: Mr. Stephen Lewis, co-director, AIDS-Free World, former Ambassador of Canada to the 
United Nations and UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa

WHAT:
On May 13th, a group of internationally-renowned experts will join AIDS-Free World to launch Code Blue, 
a global campaign that proposes a new solution to an intractable problem: remove the immunity that 
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protects sexual abusers within UN peacekeeping missions, and change the culture that allows them to 
violate the world’s most vulnerable people with impunity. 

Sex abuse by UN peacekeeping personnel has been a known problem for decades, and it is still happening 
today. The United Nations claims it has ‘zero tolerance’ for sexual exploitation and abuse, but its civilian 
peacekeepers, whether staff, police, or experts, are protected by immunity, which makes it nearly impossible 
to prosecute them for their crimes. The UN claims to waive immunity for sex-related offenses, but by the 
time the waiver is decided, evidence, witnesses and victims have disappeared. 

UN immunity from legal process is at the core of the ongoing sexual exploitation and abuse of women 
and children by peacekeeping personnel in conflict zones around the world. Vulnerable populations now 
believe that anyone operating under the UN banner can freely commit crimes without fear of punishment. 
The problem of peacekeeper abuse cannot be solved until a long overdue first step is taken: UN immunity 
can no longer apply to those accused of sexual offenses.  

WHY:
Over the last two decades, a succession of media accounts have exposed appalling sexual exploitation 
and abuse by both civilian and military UN peacekeepers, from Bosnia to West Africa, from Haiti to the 
DRC. And those are just the cases that have come to light.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon reported 79 recorded allegationsi of sexual exploitation and abuse 
in 2014. In March 2015, AIDS-Free World revealed an internal UN Expert Team report from 2013 that 
illustrated a much larger problem: “UN personnel in all the missions we visited could point to numerous 
suspected or quite visible cases of SEA [sexual exploitation and abuse] that are not being counted or 
investigated.”ii 

“It’s a perverse irony that the UN should be the only place on earth where even the most depraved and 
violent sex offenders can expect immunity from legal processes,” says Paula Donovan, co-director of 
AIDS-Free World. “As the demand for peacekeepers explodes, the UN’s slow march toward “zero 
tolerance” is leaving a trail of victims across the globe. The system needs emergency resuscitation. It’s time 
to call ‘Code Blue’: no more immunity, ever, for people working under the UN banner who are accused 
of sexual exploitation or abuse.” 

WHEN: 10:30am, Wednesday, May 13th, 2015

WHERE: East River Room, The Ford Foundation, 320 East 43rd St., New York, NY

NOTE TO JOURNALISTS:
• Please RSVP to wbautista@burness.com 
• Media sign-in begins at 9:30am. Photo ID required at check-in
• To follow or mention the event on social media, use the hashtag #codeblue
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AIDS-Free World is an international advocacy organization working  
to address the injustices that underpin and sustain HIV. 

www.aidsfreeworld.org

__________________________________

i A/69/779: United Nations General Assembly. Special measures for protection from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse [Report of the Secretary-
General]. Note: Of the 79 total allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse reported in 2014, 51 allegations involved field personnel supported by 
the Department of Field Support. Of these, Annex 3 of the SG’s report shows that of 51 allegations, this included at least 56 victims and at least 62 
accused individuals.
ii Final report. Expert Mission to Evaluate Risks to SEA Prevention Efforts in MINUSTAH, UNMIL, MONUSCO, AND UNMISS [Expert Team’s Report]
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